lishing Company. 1983. When I first scanned this book I did not think I was going to like it or find it very useful. I was wrong on both counts. This is a book for histopathologists written by a real pathologists' pathologist, approaching the practice of clinical pathology from the point of view of the person who actually does the job! Never before have I encountered in one book such a comprehensive and well expressed exposition of the principles, practice, techniques, and importance of surgical histopathology. Chapter headings include "The Cutting Room", "The Gross Description", "The Intraoperative Consultation", and several chapters with recommendations for dealing with and reporting on particular specimens from specific sites. Through all of these chapters the author does not allow himself to become sidetracked from the object of the whole exercise, namely the welfare of the patient. Even in the section of the chapter on "The Gross Description", subheaded "Semantics and Style Art and Science", the clear message proclaimed is that "excellent communication enhances our reliability, our speciality and most important, the patient's care". The The excellent chapter on islet-cell antibodies also relates to this aspect and provides much thought-provoking material on the aetiology of diabetes. Other suitably critical reviews describe and evaluate the new developments that will place better means of delivery of insulin and assessment of the control of diabetes in the hands of the patient himself. The articles on the metabolic disturbances in diabetes expand a bit on existing knowledge and show how many questions are still to be answered, including the question of insulin-resistance in non-insulin dependent diabetes.
And who would have thought that WHO would reduce dramatically the prevalence of diabetes in the world merely by raising the level of blood-glucose required for a diagnosis of diabetes? All this and more is included in the compost of topics included in this volume. It is good value, easy to read, and most of the articles are sufficiently stimulating to send the reader to the library to read the primary sources: this is surely the real test of the value of a review volume.
